WHAT SINGLE glitch
bugs you most about
your carbureted out-
board? If it’s the fact
that a cold two-cyele
stammers and chokes
like a teenager on his
first date, then check
out Suzuki’s Offshore
150 EF'1. This upgraded
version of last year’s
carbureted motor—and
the fourth Suzuki out-
board to go the EFI
route—not only solves
the cold-start problem,
it also performs better
and more efficiently
than its predecessor.

I ran the new fuel-in-
jected, 60-degree V-6
near Sanibel Island,
Florida. The motor was
mounted on a Wahoo!
1900 Offshore, a hard-
core center console with
a squared-off bow a la
Boston Whaler.

The engine caught
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PROPULSION AND PERFORMANCE
Wahoo! 1900 Offshore

Test boat power: single 150-hp Suzuki Offshore EFI V-6 outboard with 164.3
cid, 3.31" bore x 3.19" stroke, swinging a 142" x 20" Suzuki three-bladed stainless-
steel propeller through a 1.86:1 reduction.
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ing a V in a dock, for ex-
ample.

What about perfor-
mance? The Wahoo! had
a truly impressive hole
shot. From a standing
start, the boat planed in
2.5 seconds and hit 30
mph in 4.8 seconds.
That's quick, even com-
pared to a 60-mph bass
rig. Top end with the 20"
prop was 47.7 mph, at
which the motor turned
5800 rpm, but recom-
mended redline is 5500
rpm, which means the
Wahoo! will run faster
with more pitch,

The 150 ponied up
loads of torque in the mid-range, too,
from 3000 to 4500 rpm. Suzuki says
the motor develops five percent more
horsepower than last year's carburet-
ed model.

The unique aspect of Suzuki’s injec-
tion is the digital electronic control
system. Compared with conventional
analog systems, the digital meters fuel

Advertised fuel capacity 61 gal. Range based on 90 percent of that figure. Performance measured
with two persons aboard, % fuel. Sound levels taken at helm, in dB-A.

more precisely. It works
on a pre-programmed
“map” that instantly ad-
justs to throttle setting,
atmospheric pressure,
cylinder wall tempera-
ture, air temp and engine
rpm. So what does that
mean for you at the
wheel? Better fuel econo-
my, for one.

Fuel economy was best
at 4000 rpm, topping out
at 3.59 mpg. This puts
the 164.3-cid Suzuki in
the same league with
smaller carbureted V-6s
we've tested on similar
boats. Compared with last year’s car-
bureted Suzuki, the 150 Offshore EF1
has 30 percent better fuel economy at
a 1000-rpm trolling speed and 15 per-
cent better economy at 3500 rpm.

The new 150 runs noticeably quieter
than its predecessor, too. That's be-
cause the throttle body intake has been
moved to the back of the motor, reduc-
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ing noise in the cockpit.
Granted, the difference
doesn’t show on the dB
meter, but those who
have run old carbureted
Suzukis will hear the
change immediately.
The 150 Offshore
shares all the corrosion-
resistant features of the
200 and 225. All ex-
posed aluminum sur-
faces are bathed in a
chemieal cleanser and
then submerged in an
electrified bath of
chromium oxide. This
creates a barrier of cor-
rosion-resistant metal
around the part, and it
also provides a surface
that accepts the epoxy
resin primer. The prime
coat is baked hard, then
covered with the finish
coat, a Melamine resin.
The prop shaft, drive
shaft and shift rods are
all stainless, as are
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$11,000. That’s competi-
tive with Mercury’s
fuel-injected, 153-cid 150. With a 25"
shaft, it costs $11,703, but it's lighter
at 422 pounds and has a 40-amp alter-
nator—the most powerful around.
Some carbureted outboards cost less
(Johnson’s OceanRunner 150 with 25"
shaft is $10,654), but Suzuki is bank-
ing on boatbuyers seeing extra value
in the responsiveness and quick starts
of EFL d

For more information, contact: Suzuki
Marine, Dept. B, 3251 E. I'mperial
Huwy., Brea, CA 92621-6722, 714/996-
7040; Wahoo!, Dept. B, 708 Air Park
Rd., Ashland, VA 23005, 804/798-2780.

LOA (w/o pulpit) 186"
Beam 72"
Displacement (Ibs., approx.) 1,470
Freeboard forward 210"
Freeboard aft 20"
Fuel capacity (gal.) 61
Base price (w/power) $22,900
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